From: Jim Kambeitz [mailto:kambeitz@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 12:41 PM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: Comment on: NDDoH's State Plan to Reduce Carbon Dioxide Emissions - EPA’s Clean Power Plan‏


Dear North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Air Quality: 
 
We are submitting our comment on North Dakota Department of Health’s State Plan to Reduce Carbon Dioxide Emissions as required by the EPA’s Clean Power Plan.
 
The NDDoH should create a plan that points toward a swift transition from coal generated power to renewables (as opposed to emphasizing how utilities can continue burning coal by adding scrubbers and other measures). This is crucial: we must stop using carbon as soon as possible. However, we will need to re-educate ourselves and consider the following points in order to accomplish this:
 
1. The Plan needs to help the utilities get access to the information they need to solve their needs for reliable baseload --the only real challenge to a 100% renewable energy-sourced portfolio. This baseload issue requires partnering with the relevant state and private entities in order to spur investment and research in:
a) smart-grid rate-based solutions (like demand-response, time-of-day usage, to better price, manage and balance demand);
b) new storage technologies to manage renewable intermittency;
c) promote distributed energy in order to prevent inefficiency and the cost inherent in large-scale transmission infrastructure; 
d) diversifying the types of renewables in our portfolio, particularly solar, geothermal and wind;
e) researching cutting edge technologies & proven techniques that other communities are using to successfully transition away from coal; 
 
2. The Plan needs to encourage and incentivize creative solutions and new clean renewable technologies. These are the most cost -effective ways of achieving our target under the Clean Power Plan. Countless countries have transitioned aggressively away from coal power, while simultaneously growing their economy and keeping energy prices low. We should research these models and invest in best practices. Even neighboring states are proving that aggressive renewable energy targets are achievable. Yet, in North Dakota, there are many fear-based myths being circulated that limit our ability to get creative and leverage new technologies in order to replace coal with clean energy. One such myth rests on the inaccurate assumption that if we transition away from cheap coal, our electricity prices will skyrocket. This is misinformation. We must remember that beyond the obvious negative health costs of continued reliance on coal, coal is  an unwise long-term investment, as the prices of fossil fuels are projected to continue to rise every year. Forward-thinking utilities know this--as our own regional energy company, Xcel Energy's CEO, Ben Fawke, recently stated in an October 24th, 2015 article: "wind is now cheaper than natural gas," and "we have a plan to add significant amounts of wind to our system.” As the article notes, "Xcel expects a third of its energy in Minnesota and the Dakotas to be generated by wind and solar by 2030, with just 15 percent coal." 
http://bringmethenews.com/2015/10/24/xcel-ceo-says-wind-is-now-cheaper-than-natural-gas-plans-for-more-wind-farms/
 
3. The Plan should include every way possible to reward investments in renewable (non-carbon) energies, including: offering incentives for all non-carbon renewables, offering access to new research, increasing the number of work-force support plans to "transition from coal to renewables" (such as the EPA's Power+ Plan), and prioritizing energy efficiency programs to help the coal industry transition aggressively toward clean energy and swiftly phase out the use of lignite coal. Bill Gates just pledged $2 Billion toward renewable energy research and asked others to follow suit. Our ND Health Department's Clean Power Plan should reward local companies for researching and implementing renewable energy in any way possible. 
http://inhabitat.com/bill-gates-pledges-2-billion-to-renewable-energy-research-and-asks-others-to-follow-suit/
 
4. The Plan should take the "State measures (e.g. plant limits plus demand-side energy efficiency programs)" approach. North Dakota is dead last (51st) of all the United States in energy efficiency for the third year in a row, and is therefore wasting the least-cost opportunity to reduce its carbon emissions, preserve our resources, and save ratepayers money. 
 
5. Having a successful State Plan is very important to both our health and our economy, particularly because we are some our nation's worst polluters. In fact, according to the 2014 Energy Information Administration report, North Dakota is the second largest polluter per capita, emitting 75 millions of metric tons of CO2 per capita, which is well above the average of 21 million metric tons CO2 and the median of 16 million metric tons of CO2. http://www.businessinsider.com/co2-emissions-per-capita-2014-2
 
6. The ND Plan should emphasize collaboration with the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC) and encourage the PSC to consider implementing any state incentives to reward transitioning off carbon energies toward renewables. Specifically, 
a) the PSC should allow power utilities to recover costs for implementing energy efficiency programs; and
b) the PSC should approve least-risk planning processes rather than approving only least-cost programs (while our current legal regime requires those costs to exempt all health and environmental costs). 
 
7. The ND Dept of Health should work with the legislature to repeal the law that exempts companies from being responsible for the external costs they pass onto the public. This flawed law perpetuates an inaccurate assessment of coal's true impact on our economy and people. 
 
In closing, we fully support a ND State Plan that boldly and innovatively works with the EPA's Clean Power Plan to encourage all steps toward transitioning from coal to renewable energies. It will undoubtedly be easier now than in 10 years. The time is ripe-- there are many grants and programs available through the federal government to help coal-dependent areas make the transition to clean renewable fuels, as well as help pay for energy efficiency improvements. North Dakota utilities have made poor investment decisions by relying so heavily on coal at the long-term expense of ratepayers. But this does not mean that we should continue to dig ourselves into a hole by refusing to transition to renewables immediately. The Clean Power Plan offers the state an opportunity to show that we are a faithful, pioneering, resilient people that care about our state and the future of our children. For that reason and the points outlined above, the Department should write a State Plan that transitions us away from coal-based energy and towards a clean-energy portfolio. 
 
Thank you,

James Kambeitz
Gretchen Deeg

Residents of Bismarck, ND



