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Mr. Bachman,

My name is Patty Mosset and I am a Science teacher at Hazen Middle School. I am writing this letter in regard to the EPA's mandated Clean Power Plan.  Our students have been studying renewable and nonrenewable energy sources through both our textbook and Black Gold by Albert Marrin in conjunction with Ms. Fricke, the English teacher.  I have included an attachment with letters from our 8th grade students detailing their plans for North Dakota's energy sources.

We have discussed the Clean Power Plan (CPP) in class and how this will influence the students in Mercer County.  Obviously we are all in favor of clean air and stable atmospheric conditions.  I believe the questions arise when we discuss how the CPP will actually impact our air.  

Most American households live in a manner that expects an excess.  The expanding square footage of our standard homes that use an excessive amount of energy to heat and cool these homes.  We have multiple TVs in each house which play in the background while families use other electronics at their fingertips.  These are just a few of the examples of the waste and excess that has become standard.  As Americans we do little to conserve, yet point fingers at others to save the planet.

As a class we discussed scientific concepts that could help N.D. meet the mandated carbon dioxide reduction, you will see evidence of those topics in the student letters.  However, as a teacher it is my hope that our area's power companies can lead the way in setting a new standard for America by working together rather than blaming one another.  As energy leaders, I hope they can utilize this opportunity to work as an industry to reduce carbon dioxide emissions together, so there is minimal impact on an industry that has an economic stronghold in North Dakota.  The EPA's recommended solution to close certain plants is more evidence of the finger-pointing American standard and would begin a downward spiral of our North Dakota economy.

In closing, I hope the letters of these young students point to the future of N.D. and help you at the NDDOH to draft a solution that would provide them with the opportunity to one day find jobs and homes in our great state.

Our students look forward to hearing back from their state department on this matter.

Best Regards,


Patty Mosset
Science Teacher/GBB Coach
Hazen Middle School

Go Bison!

