From: Rich Whitcomb [mailto:RWhitcomb@minnkota.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2015 1:00 PM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: Clean Power Plan comment

Dear North Dakota Dept. of Health,

Please accept the attached comments for plan 111d. I do appreciate the well-run public hearing your department put on yesterday in Fargo. Very informative and very constructive. I want to re-emphasize our desire that North Dakota looks to energy-efficiency, energy conservation and demand response as strong tools for meeting the reduction. I understand these won’t get North Dakota all the way there, but they are good starting points and something you can implement with much consensus. Sometimes that is important when both sides are passionate about their positions.

I also want to reiterate our disappointment that early adopters of renewable energy, like Minnkota Power Cooperative, receive no credits for their large renewable portfolio (hydro and wind). I urge your department to advocate for those credits to be put back in the program. This is a big deal for us and it showcases that we have made a “good faith effort” to reduce our carbon footprint. In fact, we are ahead of much of the nation in this regard and for the EPA to throw this out is very discouraging especially when they stunned us with the large increase from the proposed to the final.

Your team has much work to do and I don’t envy the Dept. of Health. If you ever have questions about the testimony or to have us be part of a planning team, don’t hesitate to ask.

Respectfully submitted,

Rich Whitcomb
Member Services Director
Red River Valley Co-op Power
Halstad, MN 56548
www.rrvcoop.com
218-456-2139


