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FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM SECTION:   Medical Services Administration 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL SUBJECT:   Genetic Services 

  
POLICY: All agencies should offer initial genetic screening and referral services. 
 
GUIDELINES: 
 
 1. Family planning staff should provide basic information regarding genetic conditions and initial 

genetic screening, which includes: 
 
  a. a family history of the client 
  b. a family history of the partner. 
 

2. Extensive genetic counseling and evaluation is beyond the scope of the Title X Program.  
Genetic screening and counseling may be offered by referral to providers that provide more 
comprehensive genetic services: 

 
  a. referral to the Division of Medical Genetics at University of North Dakota 
  b. referral to a private medical doctor. 
 
 3. In-service training in genetics should be provided for family planning staff to include at least the 

following: 
 
  a. screening for genetic services 
  b. referral mechanisms and resources. 
 
 4. Educational material should be available. 
 
 5. Documentation of information on the client's medical record signed, initialed, and dated by the 

caregiver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: 
 
1. Program Guidelines for Project Grants for Family Planning Services, January 2001, p. 27, Section 9.4, 

Genetic Information and Referral. 
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