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THE ART OF REBUILDING AFTER BREAST CANCER 

Garrison, N.D. (September 28, 2004) -- Little pieces of purple, pink, golden-flecked glass sit on the workbench, anxious for the chance to become the missing link in the stained glass mosaic that Lynne Schnitzer is designing. Lynne, a mother of three, a grandmother, and artist, says the key to creating beautiful works of stained glass is patience. “It’s like putting a puzzle together. You just have to take the time to find the pieces that fit into the right place.” For Lynne, this patience learned by working with her hands would see her through the diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer. 

A former long haul trucker, Lynne moved to Garrison, N.D., from Wisconsin. In her welcome wagon package was a brochure for Women’s Way, North Dakota’s breast and cervical cancer early detection program. Lynne hadn’t had a mammogram for three years. She knew she was due, but she didn’t have insurance. Lynne called the toll-free number and enrolled in Women’s Way to receive her screening. The results of her mammogram lead to a diagnosis of stage-three breast cancer. “The stage-three breast cancer was like…will I see tomorrow? Right from the start the first thing that jumped into my mind was medical bills – a pile of them,” Lynne said.

Still without insurance and now facing the stress of the cancer diagnosis and treatment, Lynne again turned to Women’s Way. She enrolled in the Medicaid-Women’s Way program to help pay for her mastectomy, chemotherapy and radiation. “It meant everything to me to have Women’s Way available for financial help. I would have lost everything. I wouldn’t have been able to recover,” Lynne said.

The Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Act of 2000 allows states to create a new category of Medicaid eligibility for uninsured women younger than 65. In North Dakota, this new Medicaid category, called Medicaid - Women’s Way, became effective July 1, 2001.  The purpose of this special program is to provide medical assistance for uninsured Women’s Way clients who have been found to have breast cancer, cervical cancer or cervical abnormalities requiring treatment. For Lynne, the Medicaid – Women’s Way treatment program helped her treat breast cancer and allowed her to focus on recovery and rebuilding. “I was able to really work to get better without worrying about the bill collectors coming,” Lynne said.

Today Lynne is back in her workshop. With a gentle tap, the glass that Lynne cut releases from the frosted sheet. She is working on building a typical North Dakota scene of a pheasant in flight. Her artwork helps her relax. The pieces of colored glass are again being assembled into a lovely work of art. With each piece placed, Lynne reflects on her life and looks to the future with optimism. 

Lynne urges every woman to get checked.  “If you can’t afford to go in for a mammogram or a Pap test and feel that there is no way that you could pay for treatment if it was cancer – Women’s Way is there to help. All you have to do is call. Get checked. Early detection of breast and cervical cancer is the key,” Lynne said.

Women’s Way may provide a way to pay for breast and cervical cancer screenings for many North Dakota women. The program helps women between the ages of 40 and 64 who have limited incomes and do not have insurance that covers breast and cervical exams. Women who enroll in Women’s Way receive the screening services from the doctor or clinic they select. 

The Women’s Way program is made possible by funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. North Dakota women ages 40 through 64 may be eligible for clinical breast exams, Pap tests and pelvic exams. North Dakota women ages 50 through 64 also may be eligible for mammograms. For more information, call 1-800-44 WOMEN or visit the Women’s Way website at www.ndhealth.gov/womensway. 
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