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Medicaid – Women’s Way Helps Center Woman With Breast Cancer Recovery

Center, N.D. (June 23, 2004) -- When it’s a pretty day on the prairie you can probably find Pearl Suchan and her husband Don at the banks of the Missouri fishing for walleye. Pearl and Don, from Center, N.D., have been married for more than 20 years and they love to camp and fish together. Two years ago, Pearl wondered if there would be anymore camping or fishing trips with Don. Two years ago Pearl found a lump in her breast.

Like many people, Pearl Suchan was terrified of the word “cancer.” She felt the hard lump in her breast while watching television one night, but hesitated to get checked. She was afraid of what the lump meant. She was afraid of what a diagnosis of cancer and cancer treatment would mean financially to her and her husband who were without insurance coverage.

Pearl waited two weeks to get the lump checked. It was a large lump; still Pearl worried about the cost of diagnosis and treatment. A local family nurse practitioner took Pearl aside to tell her about Women’s Way, North Dakota’s breast and cervical cancer early detection program. After discussing the program with her husband, the couple went to Mandan to speak with Women’s Way local coordinator, Joyce Sayler. Joyce explained the program and helped Pearl enroll the same day.

Pearl’s mammogram and biopsy confirmed the lump was cancerous. “When the doctor said it was cancer, I freaked out. Surgery is expensive, chemo is expensive, and doctor visits are expensive. We didn’t have any coverage and I thought we might lose the house,” Pearl said. “I came to a point where I was getting really depressed.” Fortunately for Pearl, assistance from Women’s Way didn’t end with the diagnosis.

Joyce Sayler also helped Pearl to enroll in Medicaid – Women’s Way, a government program that provides financial assistance with breast and cervical cancer treatment. Women’s Way helped pay for Pearl’s doctor visit and screening, and Medicaid – Women’s Way helped pay for breast cancer treatment. Pearl’s diagnosis and treatment included a mammogram, a biopsy, a mastectomy, chemotherapy, and now, Tamoxifen.

Pearl said the relief of not having to worry about how to pay for treatment helped her recovery. “I don’t know what we would have done. It really took a lot off our minds. I was less stressed, and I think it helped me focus on getting well,” Pearl said. 

Today, Pearl is two years cancer-free. She is appreciative of the Women’s Way program.

“I think you appreciate every day more. Don and I are closer now. We talk more. We appreciate each other and other people so much more now,” Pearl said. She and Don are planning more camping and fishing trips this summer.

Women’s Way may provide a way to pay for breast and cervical cancer screenings for many North Dakota women. The program helps women between the ages of 40 and 64 who have limited incomes and do not have insurance that covers breast and cervical exams. Women who enroll in Women’s Way receive the screening services from the doctor or clinic they select.

The Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Act of 2000 allows states to create a new category of Medicaid eligibility for uninsured women younger than 65. In North Dakota, this new Medicaid category, called Medicaid - Women’s Way, became effective July 1, 2001.  The purpose of this special program is to provide medical assistance for uninsured Women’s Way clients who have been found to have breast cancer, cervical cancer or cervical abnormalities requiring treatment. 

Women’s Way is a breast and cervical cancer early detection program that provides low or no cost mammograms and Pap tests for eligible North Dakota women. The Women’s Way program is made possible by funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. North Dakota women ages 40 through 64 may be eligible for clinical breast exams, Pap tests and pelvic exams. North Dakota women ages 50 through 64 also may be eligible for mammograms. For more information, call 1-800-44 WOMEN or visit the Women’s Way website at www.ndhealth.gov/womensway. 
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