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October Is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
Women’s Way May Provide a Way To Pay for Early Detection Screenings.

BISMARCK, N.D. – October is National Breast Cancer Awareness month. Statistics show that one out of eight women in North Dakota will get breast cancer in her lifetime. According to The American Cancer Society, an estimated 440 North Dakota women will be newly diagnosed with breast cancer this year.

The best way to find breast cancer early is through yearly mammograms and clinical breast-exams. Women’s Way, North Dakota’s breast and cervical cancer early detection program, may provide a way to pay for mammograms and Pap tests. The program helps women who have limited incomes or who do not have insurance to receive yearly mammograms and regular Pap test screenings. Women who enroll in Women’s Way usually receive the screening services from the doctor or clinic they select. It’s estimated that 24,000 North Dakota women may be eligible for Women’s Way.

Screenings through Women’s Way are available to eligible women ages 40 through 64 and include clinical breast exams, Pap tests and pelvic exams. Women ages 50 to 64 also receive mammograms. 

Women’s Way provided cancer-screening services to 8,848 women from September 1997 through September 2007. Through those screenings, 143 breast cancers and 800 cervical cancers and pre-cancers were found.

For more information about Women’s Way, call 1-800-44 WOMEN or visit the Women’s Way website at www.ndhealth.gov/womensway.
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