From: Chris Martin [mailto:cnodak@outlook.com] 
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2015 12:48 PM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: Clean Power Plan Public Comment

  
To whom it may concern:
 
I attended the Fargo public meeting on November 18 but feel that there were some points not expressed in that forum.
 
Like many others, I believe that North Dakota has the resources to remain competitive in a carbon-constrained energy sector—but only if all advanced technologies are included as an option. It is important that the state not be limited to only the options that are implied by the Clean Power Plan, e.g., renewables and natural gas combined cycle plants, but also receive credit for carbon-neutral options such as carbon dioxide sequestration, biomass utilization and renewable-fossil hybrid systems. These technologies are not only important to the state’s future but, I believe, will be necessary alternatives to maintain the United States’ economic diversity and ensure the most cost-effective transition to a sustainable energy sector.
 
With regards to North Dakota’s response to the EPA, it is vital that carbon-neutral rather than carbon-free be the metric that the state is judged by. I would strongly oppose a state plan or any settlement with the EPA that compromises this position. Because of its unique mix of resources, North Dakota needs to be on the forefront of deploying carbon-neutral options that can comply with climate change objectives, and not be needlessly forced towards a carbon-free endpoint.
 
I would further suggest that North Dakota’s plan include a definition of carbon-neutral energy as it applies to the state for Clean Power Plan compliance. Making this determination locally will ensure that all of the state’s resources get fair consideration rather than being excluded by rule simply because they were not anticipated by the EPA.
 
The Clean Power Plan will have a significant impact on North Dakota’s current economic makeup regardless of how sustainable energy is defined. However, with a carbon-neutral basis I believe the state’s economy can become more diverse and resilient than it is today.
 
Respectfully,
 
Chris Martin
 
Grand Forks, ND
cnodak@outlook.com

