

To: Cass County Electric Cooperative
From: Blair Abraham, Director of Engineering, Essentia Health
Regarding: Clean Power Plan
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]Affordable and reliable energy is very crucial a critical component to the health care industry, including to us at Essentia Health. Essentia Health is an integrated health system serving patients in Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota and Idaho. Essentia is accredited as an Accountable Care Organization by the National Committee for Quality Assurance. Essentia Health combines the strengths and talents of 13,900 employees, including nearly 1,800 physicians and advanced practitioners. The Essentia Health organizations consists of 17 hospitals, 67 clinics, eight long-term care facilities, two assisted living facilities, five independent living facilities, five ambulance services and one research institute. We rely on uninterruptible and affordable electric service to provide the best healthcare and facilities to our patients and medical staff. 
Essentia Health is concerned about EPA’s Clean Power Plan final rule and the potential for increased electric rates and grid reliability concerns.  Unnecessary increases in electric power costs will cause an increase in impact and increase healthcare costs to patients, many  that who may not be able to afford it. Additionally, it is imperative that we rely on uninterruptible and affordable electric service to provide the best healthcare and facilities to our patients and medical staff. Unwanted power cost increases could also lead to employee lay-offs throughout the medical industry. 
As North Dakota prepares its State Implementation Plan to comply with EPA’s Clean Power Plan regulation, please keep affordability and grid reliability a central focus in the plan development.  
Please consider the “All-the-Above” strategy to keep electric bills affordable. 

Respectfully, 


Blair Abraham
Director of Engineering
Essentia Health



