From: Travis Gerjets [mailto:minotravis@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2015 3:33 PM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: Carbon Reduction Plan Comments

To the North Dakota Department of Health,

My name is Travis Gerjets and I am a resident of Minot (515 Walders St., 58703), a husband, father, and proud community member here in the "Magic City." I am writing to comment on the proposed carbon reduction plan of the EPA and the future of energy here in North Dakota.

This is a complex and contentious issue. I have listened to solid argument and valid concerns on every side. I have done my research. And I will be the first to say that I am not an expert on this issue, but as a concerned citizen of this state I would like to advocate for:

1. The State of North Dakota deciding what energy policies are right for the citizens of North Dakota. I believe that the EPA can and should create national standards for carbon emissions, but the overall energy plan for our state needs to be created by and for the people of this state. 

2. A "New Power Plan" that partners renewable and traditional energy production for a sustainable future in North Dakota. I believe that we need to transition away from a heavy reliance on traditional energy resources and move towards a renewable energy economy. This transition can be done as part of a multi-year process with 1) additional funds and jobs geared towards the development and implementation of more efficient and productive renewable energy; 2) and support of traditional energy production with regards to its role in providing a maintained, reliable energy source during the ongoing development and implementation of new and better renewable options. 

3. A bold vision for the future of North Dakota. We are not a people who take kindly to being told "no." I don't believe that energy economy that is more reliant on renewal resources is impossible--though certainly getting there will be challenging, will require change and will face a certain amount of opposition. But we are North Dakotans, and if we choose to take on this challenge, there is nothing that can stop us from accomplishing this goal. 

For my family, for my community, for myself, I hope that we strike a balance in the debate over carbon reduction and, while not prematurely leaving the supports of traditional energy sources, we do choose to move forward with an aim of increasing our use of renewal energy and limiting our overall carbon emissions. 

---
- Travis
​ Gerjets​

