From: Wayne Johnson [mailto:wjohnsonga@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2015 1:41 PM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: response to carbon reduction plans

To whom it may concern:

In "Green Dream: Public urged to weigh in on carbon reduction plan" published in The Minot Daily News on Nov. 6, consumers were encouraged to attend open sessions or email responses about how to respond (plans or litigation) to rules recently issued by the EPA.

As an entrepreneur and the fourth generation of a descendant of Lewis Johnson who homesteaded in 1884 a quarter of land in McLean county near Turtle Lake, I applaud the new EPA rulings. I am returning to North Dakota to create a research farm on this land to explore new methods for sustainable agriculture. We will integrate ecologically-based approaches with emerging technologies such as high throughput technologies, informatics, small autonomous devices and 3D printing to create on-site adaptable toolsets to manage more complex farmscapes.

I am working with David Crutchfield and his colleagues at North Dakota State University to design a high-performance farmstead and farm that will operate without fossil fuels. It will combine passive and active solar with the intent of powering from only solar energy all equipment we will invent. A general contractor has been selected and we will break ground in May, 2016. The farmstead is being designed to give me the option of operating off-grid. However, a forward looking plan that responds to the EPA rules would allow me to derive revenue streams both from carbon tax credits and from national wholesale rates for excess energy generated by my ground-mounted solar panels.

As a grandfather and citizen, I applaud the EPA rules. Climate change is real and urgent, and requires an active response. It is the primary motivation for my return to North Dakota. My ancestors in the twentieth century used the best technology they knew, but in the twenty first century we are beginning to understand the negative consequences of their methods and we have better alternatives available to us. It would be shortsighted and a waste of taxpayer money to litigate. Instead, we should embrace the constraints and use what is at hand to create a healthier and more prosperous future. The states of California and New York, the Rocky Mountain Institute, etc. all have issued publications describing models that show how to integrate distributed clean energy at multiple scales. 

North Dakota has the tax revenue to invest in the future. With imagination and political will, we can make this happen.

Wayne Johnson
908 17th Ave. SE
Minot, ND 58701
---
356 20th Ave. NW
Turtle Lake, ND 58575


