
 

 

 
 
  
MEMO 
 
 
 
 
TO:  Prevention Partnership Providers and 
  Local Public Health Units 
 
FROM: Molly Sander, MPH 
  Immunization Program Manager 
 
RE:   13-valent Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV13, Prevnar13) 
 
DATE:  March 15, 2010 
 

 
On February 24, 2010, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted on 
recommendations for use of the new 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13) 
among infants and children. The ACIP recommends PCV13 for all children ages two 
through 59 months and for children ages 60 through 71 months who have underlying 
medical conditions that increase their risk of pneumococcal disease or complications. 
The complete recommendations are listed below and in the enclosed tables. PCV13 is also 
included on the new North Dakota Immunization Advisory Committee Schedules. 
 
PCV13 will be available for order for Vaccines For Children (VFC) eligible children from 
the North Dakota Department of Health on March 18. VFC eligible children are those who 
are 18 and younger and either Medicaid-eligible, American Indian, uninsured, or underinsured. 
PCV7 orders submitted to the NDDoH between March 8 and March 18 will be cancelled. 
Providers should no longer submit any orders for PCV7 and should wait until March 18 to 
order PCV13. Providers must order private supplies of PCV13 for insured children. An updated 
North Dakota Vaccine Coverage Table is enclosed, along with an updated North Dakota 
Vaccine Order Form. Other immunization-related forms from the NDDoH are in the process of 
being updated with PCV13 and will be posted on the immunization program website at 
www.ndhealth.gov/Immunize/ when available. 
 
Providers should discontinue the use of PCV7 when PCV13 is available. Additional information 
about how to handle unused, state-supplied PCV7 will be available in the near future. The 
Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) for PCV13 also will be available in the near future. 
 
PCV13 should be entered into the North Dakota Immunization Information System (NDIIS) as 
PCV13, not PCV7. 
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PCV13 Recommendations: www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5909a2.htm  
 
1. Infants and children who have not previously received PCV7 or PCV13: 

o The PCV13 schedule for infants and toddlers ages two through 59 months who have 
not received any prior PCV7 or PCV13 doses is the same as the previous PCV7 
schedule. Doses should routinely be administered at 2, 4, 6 and 12 - 15 months of age.   

 Infants receiving their first dose at younger than 6 months should receive 3 doses 
of PCV13 at intervals of approximately 8 weeks (the minimum interval is 4 weeks). 
Minimum age for administration of first dose is 6 weeks. The fourth dose is 
recommended at age 12 through 15 months and should be given at least 8 weeks 
after the third dose.  
 

o Unvaccinated children 7 months of age and older:  

 Infants 7 through 11 months of age: Three doses are recommended. The first 
two doses should be given with an interval of at least four weeks between doses. 
The third dose should be given at age 12 through 15 months, at least eight weeks 
after the second PCV13 dose.  

 Children 12 through 23 months of age: Two doses are recommended, with an 
interval of at least eight weeks between doses.  

 Children 24 months of age and older: Unvaccinated healthy children ages 24 
through 59 months should receive a single dose of PCV13. Unvaccinated children 
24 through 71 months of age with underlying medical conditions should receive two 
doses of PCV13 with an interval of at least eight weeks between doses.  

 
2. Children incompletely vaccinated with PCV7 or PCV13:  

o Children younger than 24 months of age: Infants and children <24 months of age 
who have received one or more doses of PCV7 should complete the immunization 
series with PCV13.  

o Children older than 24 months of age:  

 A single dose of PCV13 is recommended for all healthy children ages 24 through 
59 months with any incomplete PCV schedule (PCV7 or PCV13).  

 For children ages 24 through 71 months with underlying medical conditions who 
have received any incomplete schedule of less than 3 doses of PCV (PCV7 or 
PCV13), two doses of PCV13 are recommended. For children with underlying 
medical conditions who have received three doses of PCV (PCV7 or PCV13), a 
single dose of PCV13 is recommended through 71 months of age. 

 The minimum interval between doses is eight weeks.  
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3. Children completely vaccinated with PCV7:  

o A single supplemental dose of PCV13 is recommended for all children ages 14 through 
59 months who have received four doses of PCV7 or other age-appropriate, complete 
PCV7 schedule (fully vaccinated with PCV7).  

o For children who have underlying medical conditions, a single supplemental PCV13 
dose is recommended through 71 months of age. This includes children who have 
previously received the 23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPSV23). 
PCV13 should be given at least eight weeks after the last dose of PCV7 or PPSV23.  

 
4. Children ages 6 through 18 years with high risk conditions:  

o A single dose of PCV13 may be administered to children ages six through 18 years 
who are at increased risk for invasive pneumococcal disease because of sickle cell 
disease, HIV-infection or other immunocompromising condition, cochlear implant or 
cerebrospinal fluid leaks, regardless of whether they have previously received PCV7 or 
PPSV23.  

 
5. Use of PPSV23 among children ages two through 18 years who are at increased risk 

for invasive pneumococcal disease: 

o In addition to receiving PCV13, children with underlying medical conditions should 
receive PPSV23 at age two or as soon as possible after the diagnosis of chronic illness 
is made in children older than two.  

o Doses of PCV13 should be completed before PPSV23 is given.  

o The minimum interval is at least eight weeks after the last dose of PCV13. 

 However, children who have previously received PPSV23 should also receive the 
recommended PCV13 doses.  

o A second dose of PPSV23 is recommended five years after the first dose of PPSV23 
for children who have sickle cell disease, or functional or anatomic asplenia, HIV-
infection, or other immunocompromising condition  

 No more than two PPSV23 doses are recommended.  
 
Please feel free to contact the NDDoH Immunization Program with any questions or concerns 
at 701.328.3386 or toll-free at 800.472.2180. 
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Recommended schedules for administering PCV13 to children <24 months of age 
by PCV vaccination history and age 

Age at Examination  Vaccination History: Total 
number of PCV7 and/or 
PCV13 doses received 

previously. 

Recommended PCV13 
Schedule₁ 

2 – 6 months  0 doses 3 doses, 8 weeks apart; fourth 
dose at 12 – 15 months of age

1 dose 2 doses, 8 weeks apart; fourth 
dose at 12 – 15 months of age

2 doses 1 dose, 8 weeks after the 
most recent dose; fourth dose 
at age 12 – 15 months of age 

7 – 11 months  0 doses 2 doses, 8 weeks apart; third 
dose at 12 – 15 months of age

1 or 2 doses before age 7 
months 

1 dose at age 7 – 11 months, 
with a second dose at 12 – 15 
months, a minimum of 8 
weeks later 

12 – 23 months  0 doses 2 doses, a minimum of 8 
weeks apart 

1 dose before age 12 months 2 doses, a minimum of 8 
weeks apart 

1 dose at 12 months or older 1 dose at least 8 weeks after 
the most recent dose₂ 

2 or 3 doses before age 12 
months 

1 dose at least 8 weeks after 
the most recent dose 

4 doses of PCV7 or other age‐
appropriate, complete PCV7 
schedule 

1 supplemental dose at least 
8 weeks after the most recent 
dose₃ 

1. Minimum interval between doses is 8 weeks except for children vaccinated at age <1 year, for whom 
minimum interval between doses is 4 weeks.  

2. No additional PCV13 doses are indicated for children ages 12 through 23 months who have received 2 or 3 
doses of PCV7 before 12 months and at least 1 dose of PCV13 at ages 12 months or older. 

3. For children who have underlying medical conditions, a supplemental PCV13 dose is recommended 
through 71 months of age. For list of conditions, see MMWR 2010;59:9. 



 

Recommended schedules for administering PCV13 to children ≥24 months of age 
by PCV vaccination history and age 

Age at Examination  Vaccination History: Total 
number of PCV7 and/or 
PCV13 doses received 

previously. 

Recommended PCV13 
Schedule₁ 

Healthy children ages 24 – 59 
months 

Unvaccinated or any 
incomplete schedule 

1 dose at least 8 weeks after 
the most recent dose 

4 doses of PCV7 or other age‐
appropriate, complete PCV7 
schedule 

1 supplemental dose at least 8 
weeks after the most recent 
dose₂ 

Children ages 24 – 71 months 
with underlying medical 

conditions 

Unvaccinated or any 
incomplete schedule of less 
than 3 doses 

2 doses, one at least 8 weeks 
after the most recent dose 
and another dose at least 8 
weeks later 

Any incomplete schedule of 3 
doses 

1 dose at least 8 weeks after 
the most recent dose 

4 doses of PCV7 or other age‐
appropriate, complete PCV7 
schedule 

1 supplemental dose at least 8 
weeks after the most recent 
dose 

1. Minimum interval between doses is 8 weeks.  
2. For children who have underlying medical conditions, a supplemental PCV13 dose is recommended 

through 71 months of age. For list of conditions, see MMWR 2010;59:9. 
 
 

Contact the North Dakota Immunization Program at 701.328.3386 or toll‐free at 800.472.2180 for more 

information or questions. 
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